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ABSTRACT

Discourses on “Coping with Past Evils”

in Joseon Dynasty:
A Focus on the Four Major Purges of Literati

Jung In Kang | Sogang University
Won Yoon Jang | Sogang University

The purpose of this essay is to conduct an analysis of comparative political theory
by applying contemporary theory regarding “coping with past evils” to intense debates
over four major purges of literati in Joseon Dynasty, theMuo, Kapcha, Kimyo and Eulsa
Literati Purges, in which a number of Neo-Confucian literati were purged. To do this, it
was examined whether the contemporary political theory regarding coping with past evils
could be applied to premodern Joseon history. Through examination, it was confirmed
that Joseon Dynasty carried out the task of coping with past evils in accordance with its
own principles and procedures and consensus of political society, although there were
significant differences between the Joseon era and modern times in normative standard,
the scope of subjects and participants in political discourses, and decision-making process.
Then discourses on coping with past evils in Joseon were analyzed in terms of the three
following questions. First, when issues of “coping with past evils” were brought up, what
kinds of positions were taken by kings and various factions of ministers and literati; how
did they express their viewpoints; and why did they take and sustain theirs? Second,
how were issues of coping with past evils set up as critical agenda? Third, what were the
constitutional principles and norms in Confucianism that led to discourses on coping with

past evils in Joseon?

Keywords: coping with past evils, four major purges of literati, hungu (Ej€), sarim (+:

#K), politics of public opinion, Confucian constitutionalism





