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On the Problem of Human Rights in Chosun Dynasty

Sanglk Lee(Busan National University of Education)

Human rights are originated from the Western Enlightenment. Enlightenment has
developed liberalism(the first move of human rights) and then socialism(the second
move of human rights). Eastern modernism was a Westernization, Thus eastern
tradition has been despised as a barbarism of no human rights. However, Micheline
Ishay explores origins of human rights in occidental as well as in oriental thoughts. In
view of her work, we can see that there has been common roots of human rights in
every culture. Common roots has evolved into very different shapes of human rights in
different time and space. In this context, this thesis deals with human rights of the
Chosun dynasty. The basic idea of Chosun politics is to protect human rights through
keeping morality of human relations. However, there exists some limitations such as

sex and class discriminations and strong constraints of private life.

Key Words: human rights, human morality, the Enlightenment, western modernism, the

Chosun dynasty
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