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Abstract
Contucian International Order: Its Ideal and Contemporary Implication / Jung In
Kang(Sogang University) * Sangik Lee(Busan National University of Education)

Confucian idea of “serving the great and caring for the little” and system of
enfeoffment-and-tribute originated from the ideal of the feudal system of Zhou
kingdom and politics of civilized virtues in ancient China. The feudal system of Zhou
represented  hierarchical order of ancient clan rules which set the hierarchical
relationship between the state of the Son of Heaven and surrounding states of feudal
lords. The politics of civilized virtues cherished civilized virtues instead of military
force, to maintain the hierarchical order, from which the idea of “serving the great and
caring for the little” was derived. In this way the system of enfeoffment-and-tribute
originally intended to regulate international order between the state of the Son of
Heaven and those of feudal lords in the central plain of China. As the ancient feudal
system collapsed in China and the all-under-heaven expanded to incorporate areas
beyond the traditional boundary of China, the system of enfeoffment-and-tribute
transformed into that of investiture and tribute. The great and the little in the idea of
“serving the great and caring for the litdle” literally referred to the strong and weak
states. Traditional Confucianism set the strong power as the center in the order of
great unity, recognized its leadership to enhance the great unity, and, at the same
time, imposed ideological bondage of civilized virtues upon the strong power to
prevent its tyranny over neighboring states. Therefore, when we compare Confucian
international order with that of the Roman, British and the US empires in terms of
their ideal and reality, we may well reach the plausible conclusion that the former
accomplished outstanding records in the diffusion and exchange of cultures and goods
and the maintenance of peace and prosperity. Seen from this perspective, we have to
acknowledge the valuable Confucian contribution to the peace prevalent in traditional

East Asian international order, which was rare in other civilizations.

Key words: great unity, civilized virtues, serving the great and caring for the little,

enfeoffment, investiture, tribute, empire and civilization.



