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Abstracts

The Duet of the Adoption of Western Civilization
in Modern Japan and Its Heritage

Koh, Hee-Tak

In the case of modern Japan adopting Western civilization, it would
seem to list toward a complete and wholehearted Westernization, But we
should not forget the continuous existence of the people and discourses
against Westernization and the strained relationship between those for
and against Westernization. Based on that perspective, this paper focuses
on how the two streams, such as the exit from Asia to Europe and its
counterpart Pan-Asianism, the spread of Marxism and the rise of discours
es for overcoming European modernity, the emphasis on modernism in
the post-war period and the appearance of discourses on Japanese cul
ture coinciding with the development of Japanese economy, have had an
important influence on the path of history in modern Japan,

Key words — West-centrism, Japan-centrism, assimilative strategy,

reverse strategy, deconstructive strategy.
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