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(ABSTRACT]

On the Progressive Academic Movement of 1980's and
its Eurocentrism: Science, Marxism and Subjectivity

Jung, Seung Hyun|Sogang University

This essays is intended to examine the relationship between Eurocentrism
and the Progressive Academic Movement of 1980’s, which aimed to establish
‘minjung and minjok science’ founded on Marxism. The movement blamed
the neo-colonial structure for implanting the eurocentric bias in Korean mainstream
social sciences, and hoped to make an independent ‘minjung and minjok’ science.
But it also was trapped in the leftist version of Eurocentrism and did not make
an independent science which could overcome the eurocentric bias of Korean
social sciences. In the first part, I examined the fundamental claims of the
movement and what their implications were in the 1980’s. In the second part,
I showed how the leftist version of Eurocentrism brought their orignal conception
making an alternative science to naught. Lastly, I emphasized the movement

left some lessons for overcoming the Eurocentrism in social sciences.

Key Words | Progressive Academic Movement, Eurocentrism, Social Formation Debate,
Minjung and Minjok Science, Marxism,





