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Abstract

Civilization, the History, and Periphery:
Marxism and Eurocentrism

Seung Hyun Jung

This paper contends that Marxism was built on three principles of
euro—centrism on the basis of the concept of civilization. First, Marxism shares
the view of western centrism that justifies rule of the centric Europe to
non—-western societies and periphery of the Europe in the name of the mission
of western civilization. Second, the periphery in Marxism is treated only as
an object of world history to be guided and led into a path of civilization by
the centric Europe, and this idea upholds the center—periphery relations and
the rule of center to periphery. Third, the periphery is recognized as a negative
subject that is valuable only in a sense that it causes revolution in the center.
The non—western societies and periphery of the Europe are not independent
historical entities, and they have to repeat the pattern of European historical
evolution. Marxism, first of all, needs to break these eurocentric cognitions,
if it is to assert itself as an alternative discourse of civilization against the

neo-liberalism of 21th century.

Key words: Marxism, Eurocentrism, Civilization, Center and Periphery, the History
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