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[English Abstract]

An Escape from the Conceptual Confusion on
Confucianism: Using Confucius Philosophy
Exerting a Strong Influence on the European
Enlightenment as a Clue to the Problem

KO, Hee—Tak | Sogang University

Although called by the same name, there are two opposing evaluations of
Confucianism. One considers it a philosophy compatible with modernity; the
other considers it pre-modern. How can we reconcile these two contradictory
perspectives?

This paper contrasts the Enlightenment-friendly philosophy of Confucius
and the Enlightenment-unfriendly Neo-Confucianism that is laid out by
American Sinologist H. G. Creel in his book Confucius: the Man and the
Myth(1949); in it he argued that Confucianism’s impact on European society at
the dawn of the Enlightenment is much more profound than is generally
known. This paper tries to prove that there have been two types of
Confucianism by showing the two types’ perspectives of ‘people-is-the-main’
principle (FEAT:75), that is to say the existence of aristocratic and democratic

Confucianism.

Key Words | Confucianism, Orientalism, European Enlightenment, Eastern Impact, Confucius
philosophy, the ‘people—is—the—main’ principle, Neo—Confucianism
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