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Abstract

Liberalist buman vights and the Confucian ethics of human velationships | Lee
Sang-ik(Busan National Untversity of Education)

At the heart of the conflict between Confucianism and liberalism is their different
understandings of self-realization. Self-realization is keenly desired by everyone,
regardless of culture or era. The problem is that it can be understood in two
ways. Some of us may want to realize our own unique personalities; others may
want to realize universal human nature. If, however we emphasize only the
unique personality of the individual while ignoring universal human nature, the
self-realization that results will, as pointed out by Fromm, Maclntyre and Taylor,
cause alienation, narcissism and reckless freedom. If this is the case, we can only
achieve true self-realization by developing our unique, individual personalities
based on universal human nature. This means enjoying freedom within the
boundaries of Human Relations and respecting objective value yardsticks. We
can find perfect examples of this in Confucius' notions of seeking harmony but
not uniformity and following what the heart desires without transgressing what

is right.

Key words: Confucianism, Liberalism, Human Rights, Human Relationships,

self-realization.



