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<Abstract>

Islamic History in a global context and Anti Euro—centrism

Kang, Sungho

This paper examines Marshall Hodgson's rethinking Islamic history in a global
context and his anti Euro-centrism. He is the most influential American historian of
Islam due to his Venture of Islam: Conscience and History in a World Civilization
that has radically reconsidered the study of the Civilization of Muslims. His works
on world history was rediscovered and published by Edmund Burke III.

Hodgson’s papers and books were a precursor to the modern world history
approach. He was dissatisfied with the prevailing Euro-centrism and had tried to
place Islamic history in a wider global context. Central to Hodgson’s method of
doing world history is his use of ideal types of Max Weber. He developed ideal
type of ‘Agrarian age’ and ‘Technicalism’ to replace the tradition/modernity
dichotomy.

He thought that ‘the Great Western Transmutation’ of modern Europe was the
end-product of millennia-long evolutionary development in Eurasian society. So
‘modernity’ could have originated somewhere else unlike Max Weber and Sung
China in the 12" century was close to an industrial revolution. So he denied

original western exceptionalism.

Key words: Marshall Hodgson, World history, Euro—centrism, Islamic history,

Civilization
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