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Abstract

Liberal Democracy and Discrimination against Women:
Rethinking Feminist Criticism

Ji Young Moon

The purpose of this study is to illuminate the limits of Westerncentrism that is inherent
to the Western feminist criticism on the liberalist mechanism of discrimination against women
and our domestic feminist discourses that examine the Korean democracy on the basis of such
critical perspectives, and furthermore, to search for the possibility of a non-Westerncentric
alternative that would contribute in explaining and overcoming the problem of discrimination
against women in Korean democracy. Where liberal democracy is settling down as the general
trend, the feminist criticism that questions the basic liberalist supposition of ‘free and equal
individuals’ as a whole has a considerably radical meaning, and contributes much to the devel-
opment of the theory and practice of democracy. However, the Western feminist criticism
embodies limits that it exposes its Westerncentric bias while not embracing the context of
non-Western societies properly and generalizing the arguments, and the series of attempts
to adopt and apply those Western feminist arguments to this country also disclose the limits
of Westerncentrism, whether or not it was intended, while keeping quiet to such problems.
This study examines the historical and socio-political context unique to the Korean democracy
in which the problem of discrimination against women happened to appear so complicated
and severe, unlike or even more than it did in the West. In doing so, this study tries to
show that just applying the Western feminist frame of analysis straight away when attempting
to understand and also solve the problem of discrimination against women in the Korean
society, where liberal democracy is gradually being achieved amidst the premodernism and
Westerncentrism, androcentrism and statist tendencies entwined altogether still exerting its
influence, is not enough. Upon the foundation of this argument, in the near future, the task
of establishing a model of non-Westerncentric feminist democracy that would analyze Korea’s
unique reality, and provide momentum on new imagination and ripening to the Korean de-

mocracy, can be fulfilled.
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