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[Abstract]

A Debate in Contemporary Neo—Confucianism

— Focused on Jiang Qing’s Confucian Constitutionalism —

Jung, Jong-Mo(Sogang Univ.)

The growth of Contemporary Neo-Confucianism in China this century is amazing.
Especially, Jiang Qing(#45#) became a very important Confucian thinker in Chinese
philosophical world. In view of the ‘political Confucianism(BiAfHEY and ‘Confucian
constitutionalism(fEZEEGR), he criticized the stream of ‘moral Confucianism({ A {EELy
in HongKong and Taiwan. In the middle part of the 20th century, Mou Zongsan(ZF-5r% =),
Xu Fuguan(fR#58) and Tang Junyi(EFE#$X) devoted themselves faithfully to creative
interpretations of Confucianism, and established contemporary Neo-Confucianism in
HongKong and Taiwan. Li Minghui(Z=Hi#) is in succession to this school of thought,
and insists that ‘moral Confucianism’ is not at odds with the democracies of the modern
West. On the other hand, Jiang says that China’s political future and political system have
to be based on Chinese heritage and Confucian tradition. For example, in a Western
democracy, political legitimacy is based on the sovereignty of the people. But in Jjiang’s
system, there are three kinds of legitimacy. They come from way of heaven(F3H), way
of earth(4iH) and way of human(AjH). In this paper, we can see the main issue and

context  of the debate between Jiang and Li.

Key words : Political Confucianism, Moral Confucianism, Confucian Constitutionalism,
Neo-Confucianism in HongKong and Taiwan, Neo-Confucianism in China,
Jiang Qing, Li Minghui
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