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An Examination of the Overlapping and
Multi-layered Discourses on the Sage (2A) in
HanFeizi (8JE¥):

Focusing on the Contradictory Evaluation of the Sage

KANG Jung In - KIM Tae Hwan (Sogang University)
Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to provide a systematic interpretation of the contradictory
and multi-layered discourses on the sage which are found in HanFeizi. To do this, first,
it classifies various discourses on the sage in Hanfeizi into three types according to whether
they are affirmative or negative in their evaluation of the sage, and if affirmative, then,
whether they are positive or negative in their attitude to accept and follow the teachings
of the sage. Thereafter the paper analyzes the features of each type in detail. In conclusion,
it seeks to show that discourses on the sage which often appear contradictory are only
intended to be a theoretical device to support Legalist position which stresses the rule by

law and method.

Key words: Han Fei, Hanfeizi, Legalism, sage, law and method.






