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What Does the Word “Daehanmingook” (the Republic
of Great Korea) in the Preamble of the Korea’s Founding
Constitution Refer to?:

Focusing on the Process of Inserting the Preamble
into the Constitution and the Political Circumstances
of Drafting the Constitution

Ha-vin Hwang & Jung in Kang

The purpose of this paper is to show how the word “Daehanmingook” (the
Republic of Great Korea)” in the preamble of the Korea’s Founding Constitution
was stipulated ambiguously without setting its exact meaning and specifying
its clear referent and that it was thus understood and utilized variously by key
political leaders. To do this, first, this paper traced the process in which the
phrase related to the legitimacy of the provisional government of Korea was
inserted into the preamble of the Founding Constitution. It was founded that
the insertion was made by the initiative of Syng-man Rhee who was speaker of
the National Assembly, but that the phrase was stipulated as Daehanmingook in
such an ambiguous way as to confuse what it really referred to among various
provisional governments. Then the paper examined diverse ways in which
important political leaders perceived and utilized Daehanmingook, the new state
of Korea, by dividing them into three positions. It showed that diverse political
forces utilized the legitimacy of the provisional government to enhance their
own legitimacy by interpreting Daehanmingook to fit into their own political
ends.

Key words: Preamble of the Korea’s Founding Constitution, Legitimacy of the
Provisional Government of Korea, Syng-man Rhee, Koo Kim, So-
ang Cho



