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ABSTRACT

Why Unification?:

A Critical Review of Three Unification Discourses in South Korea

Sukhee Lee | Sogang University
Jung InKang | Sogang University

Why do we Koreans aspire to achieve the unification of Korea? The unification
was not a question of doubt in the past. However, nowadays the people in South
Korea do not seem to long for unification as earnestly as they did. It means that
recent popular responses to the unification discourses provided by the Korean
government and scholars have become lukewarm at best. This paper classifies the
discourses into three; discourses on nationalism, universal values and the benefits
of unification. Then it critically reviews their logical weaknesses respectively and
points out that they fail to evoke positive responses from the Korean society. In a
democratic society, the approval and support of the sovereign majority on important
political issues are mandatory, and the matter of unification is no exception.
Korean society is turning into a multicultural society and Korean people welcome
this change. Therefore, the paper concludes by stressing the necessity of a new
approach that combines the discourses on unification with multiculturalism in order

to make Korean people support unification more eagerly.

Keywords: discourses on unification, nationalism, universal values, benefits of

unification, multiculturalism






