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<Abstract>

Euro-centrism and Education of World History in Highschool of Korea

Kang, Sung-Ho

This paper examines Euro—centrism and the world history curriculum of Korean high
school. The problem of Euro—centrism is one of the parts that should be considered when we
try to construct the world history curriculum in the perspective of Korea. Critical review
of Euro-centrism has been actively conducted in Korean academia of Western history since
2000. Influenced by these trends, the 2007 ~ 2011 world history curriculum of Korean high
school has made great strides in escaping from the Euro-centric world history.

However, the world history curriculum of Korean high school of 2015 education reversed
the trend of Korean academia of western history in that it strengthened the perspective of
Euro—centric world history and eliminated description related to inter-regional exchanges
and drastically reduced the amount of world history text. Based on this review, this paper
suggests some ways to revitalize western history education in Korean high schools. Korean
academia of Western history need to deepen research on world history education, expand
exchanges with world history teachers, activate teacher training for world history,
develop teaching materials for world history, actively participate in rearrangement of
world history curriculum of 2015, and make Ministry of Education and the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs and Trade support the world history education.

(Sunchon National University/ kangsh@scnu.ac.kr)
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