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Political Realism in East and West: Han Fei Tz and N. Machiavelli

Jung In Kang - Seung Hyun Jung

The purpose of this paper is 1o examine the problematique, logical structure, and epistemological frame
underlying political thoughts of Han Fei Tzt and N. Machiavelli along the theme of political realism. To
do this, first, their theories of human nature and morals are investigated to understand their logic of
analyzing the reality which stresses the distinctiveness and autonomy of the political realm. Secondly, as
the common denominator of their political thoughts is identified as the “domestication of human nature
by political institutions™ according to the basic principle of political realism, the substantial characteristics
of political institutions they sought to construct and their problematique underlying them are reviewed.
Thirdly, the differences between the two realist thinkers are identified and explained, as they developed
their political theories in different temporal-spatial settings. Overall, this paper examines political realism of
Han Fei Tzt and Machiavelli in relation to prevalent political thoughts of their times they were confronted
with respectively, pays special attention to their problematique, logical structure and epistemological
system which produced their realist political thought rather than their resultant political thought itself, and

explores how political realism appeared, varying with different temporal-spacial dimensions.

Key words Han Fei Teit, Machiavelli, political realism, pofitical idealism, comparative political thought
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