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The Application and Limitation of Linked Electoral
System in South Korea: Simulations of the 21st National
Assembly Election

Hong, Eun-Ju | Yeungnam University
Park, Young-Hwan | Yeungnam University

Jung, Joon-Pyo | Yeungnam University

This article explores whether the semi-linked electoral system used in the
21st National Assembly Election in South Korea is meant to contribute to the
formation of a multi-party system that allows minor parties to enter the parliament,
and how helpful the semi-linked electoral system would change the Korean
party system in comparison to the previous parallel system. To this end, the
paper compares the 21st National Assembly Election with 7 different hypothetical
election scenarios assuming in each scenario the vote share of each party is
the same as that in the 21st election. The simulation results display that no
satellite party, more seats allocated by the linked method, and increasing the
seats in the proportional tier are favorable conditions for minor parties to have
seat in the parliament. However, the opposite happened in the above conditions
in the 21st election because of the two major parties’ strategic behavior. The
linked electoral system failed to form a multi-party system by not stopping
the major parties from behaving strategically, and improve the region-based
party system. Finally, the paper argues that the analysis of the 21st election
results needs more study of the voting patterns of party support at district level
besides the satellite party factor.

Key Words | Linked Proportional System, Parallel System, 21st National Assembly
Election. Satellite Party. Reagion-based Party System



