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Ideological Dimensions of Party Competition in Korea,
1992~2017

Lee, Ji-Ho | Sogang University

Using the methodology of manifesto estimate, this paper investigates the nature
of ideological conflicts reflected on policy preferences of Korean parties since
democratization. The main finding is that ideological conflicts among political
parties are introduced into the three dimensions of ‘peace-democracy’, ‘national
security’ and ‘economic left-right’. The analyses also show that the oppositions
of post-materialist vs. materialist values and authoritarianism vs. libertarianism
are not appeared on the policy competitions among parties. This result of the
study suggests that the left-right dimension has been settled in policy competition
since democratization, while the other societal conflicts have been little mobilized.
It is also implicated that the post-democratization politics in Korea reveals a

progress and a deficiency simultaneously in terms of political representation.

Key Words | Manifesto Estimate, Factor Analysis, Party Competition, Ideological
Conflict. Ideoloaical Dimension





