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Challenges of the Japanese Political System and
Response of New Political Powers

Lee, Ju-kyung | Pusan National University

The working principle of Japan's new political system consists of two wings;
one is a cabinet leadership agile to political environment and the other is a
power shift through elections guaranteed with expeditious policy implementation.
However, it has become virtually difficult to change power as the LDP’s dominance
has been strengthened and inter-party competition has weakened. Therefore,
the issue of political responsiveness and accountability is emerging. In response,
there have been changes in behavioral pattern, with junior members of the LDP
stepping up collective action. They present different social policies from those
of the government, and insist on parliamentary reform. This includes a strategy
in mobilizing power resources by strengthening links with the underrepresented
group of younger generation to overcome imbalanced power structure and to
build a new support base. Thus, policy competition will be activated not only
between political parties but also between new and old politicians within the
LDP over the median voter group. In addition, if there is a change in the arrangement
of electoral-policy areas in the process, the Japanese political system is expected

to strengthen its electoral or parliamentary democratic elements.

Key Words | Japanese Politics, Political System, LDP Dominant System, Inter-Party
Competition, Intra-Party Competition



