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Corporate Political Activities in Korea
Yoon, Hongkeun | Seoul National University of Science and Technology

This study aims to research and analyze corporate political activities(lobbying
activities of government relations) in Korea based on empirical data. Researcher
has tried to collect empirical data on CPA carried out by Korean companies
or industry groups. Journalists, lobbyist researchers etc. were surveyed, and
individual in-depth interviews were conducted with those who were able to
systematically observe the political activities of Korean companies(former and
current bureaucrats, journalists, researchers, etc.).

Based on the analysis of empirical data, this study summarizes the
characteristics of corporate political activity in Korea as follows. First, corporate
political activities have become routine in Korea, and the motives of Korean
companies’ CPA are informational strategy, conveying information about the
current state of the company or the company’s position to policy makers rather
than exercising influence for the purpose of securing competitive advantage.
Second, Korean companies’ CPA aim to maintain continuous and stable contact
and friendly relations with government officials. Third, Korean companies are
more active in group activities rather than by individual company. This study
names these characteristics of Korean corporate political activity as
institutionalized policy participation type, and holds the corporatist political system
formed in the long history of government-business relations in Korea as a leading

factor that has a great influence on this.

Key Words | Corporate Political Activity, Lobbying Activity, Business-government
Relations, Government Relations, Focus Group Interview



