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How is Park Chung-hee Embodied in Conservative
Writings? : Political Dynamics of Contradictory
Framing and Park Chung-hee

Koo, Hyunwoo! Pusan National University

The political origin of conservatism in Korea is contradictory. This is because
it is based on Rhee Syng-man and Park Chung-hee, who have little to do with
‘liberal democracy’ and ‘market economy’ pursued by conservatives, are their
origins. In particular, in the case of Park Chung-hee, this contradiction is bound
to be even more severe. and in this context conservatives are making great
efforts to incorporate Park Chung-hee into their ideological system. Park
Chung-hee motivated economic actors through market mechanisms such as
‘selective incentives’, and enabled today’s liberal democracy by practicing the
politics of ‘pragmatism’. However, conservatives’ efforts to incorporate Park
Chung-hee into their ideological system inevitably go through the process of
‘framing’. Rather than an overall analysis of the history of the period, they
are making the mistake of selective viewing only the areas in their favor. As
a result, conservatives' efforts create another contradiction. As long as Park
Chung-hee is a political origin, the Republic of Korea they dream of is not
‘a country of ideological right’ full of liberal democracy and market economy,

but ‘an anti-communist country’ dominated by outdated Cold War logic.

Key Words | Park Chung-hee, Conservatism, Framing, Political Leader in the
Wealthy Nation



