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Politics of Rhetoric of ‘Nation’ in Korean Conservative
Discourse : Focusing on Anti-Japanese
Tribalism(2019) and Struggle against Anti-Japanese
Tribalism(2020)

Lee, Jiyun | Institute of Glocal Culture and Society, Sogang University

Anti-Japanese  Tribalism(2019) and Struggle against Anti-Japanese
Tribalism(2020) were criticized by nationalists for completely denying Korean
nationalism as tribalism. They mainly criticized the pro-Japanese identity and
political intentions of the authors of these books, and identified them with the
New Right. Their criticism is based on the premise that the nationalist rhetoric
of South Korea's conservatism is a lie to cover up the guilty of the past and
protect the vested interests. However, languages, rhetorics, and logics of those
two books have not been fully analyzed. In this point, this paper analyzes the
rhetorics of nation in the texts. Through this, the rhetorical differences of two
books are clearly delineated. And the politics of rhetoric of ‘nation’ is analyzed
by focusing on the interactions between speakers and receivers on those rhetorical

dimensions.

Key Words | Anti-Japanese Tribalism, Struggle Against Anti-Japanese Tribalism,
Politics of Rhetoric of ‘Nation’, Korean Conservative Discourse, New
Right, Far Right



