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The May 18 Democratization Movement and
Transitional Justice

Yi, Youngjae | Hanyang University

This study tried to analyze the cause of the May 18 Democratization Movement's
transitional justice not being settled and still facing challenges. The discussion
of transitional justice has emerged as a practical necessity to explain how a
country that has experienced the destruction of democracy in the past overcomes
past injustices and forms democratic legitimacy in the process of political
transformation of the transition to democracy. According to Teitel's discussion
of transitional justice, the expansion and standardization of transitional justice,
emerges as a key issue in the third phase that begins at the end of the 20th
century. In terms of transitional justice, reparative justice is meaningful in that
it is the starting point for the realization of justice for the future political community.
However, the Chun Doo-hwan administration used a strategy of selective inclusion
and exclusion while providing economic compensation to the May 18 victims.
According to the selection of the military regime, there was a crack and a
gap between the beneficiaries and the victims who were excluded from
compensation. The May 18 transitional justice needs to be transformed into
a political project that can be combine political and social recognition, trust,
and solidarity on a wider level, beyond the judicial and corrective justice of

the individual victim.

Key Words | The May 18 Democratization Movement, Transitional Justice,
Compensation, Reparative Justice, Past Liquidation



