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Determinants of Participation in Protests in Korea:
Focusing on the Interaction Effects between Traditional
factors, Materialism, and Post-Materialism

Do, Myo Yuen | Keimyung University

The purpose of this study is to identify the determinants of participation
in protests. To be specific, The factors affecting participation in protests were
analyzed focusing on the interaction effect between materialism, post-materialism,
and traditional factors namely socioeconomic characteristics, ideology, and
political engagement. The analysis period and subjects were limited to general
protests after the 2016-2017 candlelight protest.

The results of the analysis are as follows: first, the values of materialism
and post-materialism showed awareness above the median value. Awareness
of materialism was relatively higher than of post-materialism. Second, it was
found that the two values influenced protest participation only through interaction
with traditional factors. Materialism had an effect on protest participation via
interaction with relatively high age and income level, non-voting activity, and
low political-non-political association activity. One of the types of post-materialism:
Participation-expression, had an effect on protest participation via interaction
with high age and non-voting activity. Another type of post-materialism: Advocacy,
had an effect on protest participation via interaction with ideology. Third, the
influence of traditional factors was still significant. Low age and income, voting
activity, political-non-political association activity, and progressive ideology
promoted protest participation, with association activities having the highest
influence.

Key Words | Protest Participation, Materialism, Post-Materialism, Political Engagement,
Ideology





