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Silver Democracy and the Politics of
Social Welfare Reform

Woo, JunHee!| Hankuk University of Foreign Studies

This study analyzes the changes of silver democracy and social welfare system
in Japan in socio-political context. Silver democracy in Japan came from the
political calculations that tried to interpret the elderly generation politically.
Silver democracy also expanded as politicians tried to defend the vested interests
of the elderly. The biggest problem is that silver democracy functioned as a
means to avoid political responsibility and criticism in the process of ‘The
Comprehensive Reform of Social Security and Tax’, which advocated fundamental
reform. The reform showed the difficulty of political consensus, unlike the
superficial evaluation of the three-party agreement. The difference in policy
ideology between political parties has changed the goals and contents of reform,
and the purpose of intergenerational equity has changed to the direction of
the elderly's participation in the market and the burden of medical expenses.
And it is not easy to find the results of fundamental reforms such as pension
and medical care systems. This paper argues that the relationship between
population ageing and silver democracy is nonlinear, and that the reality of
silver democracy can be identified when the reform process of social welfare

system is analyzed in a socio-political context.

Key Words | Silver Democracy, Social Welfare System, Intergenerational Equity,
Population Ageing, the Comprehensive Reform of Social Security and
Tax



