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A Critical Review of the Introduction of Regional
Proportional Representation System in South Korea:
Focusing on the Issue of Regional Representation

Jeong, Yeonkyung! Seoul National University

This study analyzes the effect of the regional proportional representation(PR)
system in South Korea as a tool for reducing malapportionment between urban
and rural districts. Specifically, based on four simulations, this study shows
that the regional PR system can reduce malapportionment between metropolitan
and non-metropolitan districts under several conditions. For instance,
malapportionment tends to decrease only when the allocation of proportional
seats to each region deviates from the principle of equal population, which
is the primary districting rule established by the Constitutional Court of Korea.
This study also finds that this effect will be maximized when the number of
PR seats in the National Assembly increases. In order to analyze the extent
to which the regional PR system increases malapportionment, this study also
measures the degree of malapportionment between urban and rural regions based
on four simulative allocations of regional PR seats. As a result, this study confirms
that malapportionment significantly increases compared to the current system.
Hence, it would not be valid to consider the regional PR system from the perspective

of enhancing regional representation for rural areas.

Key Words | Regional PR System, Regional Representation, Malapportionment,
Electoral District





