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A Study on the Retreat from Seoul Station:
Psychological Warfare of the New Military Power and
Response of the Student Movement

Oh, Saejoe! Sogang University

This paper analytically reconstructs the situation in the spring of 1980 in
Seoul through the oral statements and writings of student activists and the situation
log of the martial law command. It was pointed out that there were two declarations
of withdrawal at the 5.15 Seoul Station rally where 200,000 people gathered,
and that the role of student dean Soo-seong Lee was significant. The Seoul
National University student council revealed the process of losing leadership
to the public in the spring of 1980. The Seoul National University student council
and student movement leadership were influenced by the theory of preparation,
and lost the opportunity to fight the military on their own due to lack of experience
and sacrifice spirit in the mass movement.

The new military power carried out groundless rumors of ‘North Korea’s
invasion of the South and the dispatch of airborne troops,® unilateral reporting
and control of the media, and psychological warfare using special task force
and secreat agents, and leaked disinformation to opposition parties and opposition
figures. The Seoul National University student council made the decision to
withdraw in fear. The Retreat from Seoul Station revealed that the Seoul National
University student council unilaterally argued against the student council presidents
of other universities in the microbus. In Road to Democracy No. 10 (1984),
the leadership of the student movement at Seoul National University acknowledged
the tactical error of Retreat from Seoul Station, but opinions are now divided.

Retreat from Seoul station strengthened the military's confidence and
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justification for suppressing violence against Gwangju, the only resistance force
after the 5.18, and made it possible to concentrate the 20th division and 3
special airborne brigades. The author uses the concept of psychological warfare
to reveal the truth of the retreat from Seoul Station, which has been neglected
for more than 40 years.

Key Words | Retreat from Seoul Station, Spring in Seoul, Student Council, Seoul
National University Student Movement Leadership, Psychological
Warfare, Rumors, Preparation Theory
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