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Kang Jung In’s Political Thought of Translation
in his Translation of Western Political Thought

Gong, Jin Sung | Chosun University

The study of the history of political thought and translation have an inseparable
relationship. In the case of Korean political scientist Kang Jung In, his interest
in translation is particularly noticeable through his numerous academic works.
This article examines what, how, and why he translated, and evaluates the academic
significance of his translation in relation to his key questions, ‘democracy’ and
‘overcoming Western-Centrism’. Kang's intention and interest in the
modernization and democratization of South Korean society inevitably led to
the translation of the ideas of the previously modernized and democratized Western
societies. Although this meant westernizing Korean society to some extent, Kang
believed that Korea could ultimately acquire ideological and academic
independence through the partial westernization. Kang also thought that, even
though the knowledge translated into Korean was from the West, the academic
activities in Korean were aimed at democracy, unlike those in English at aristocracy.
He thought that translation would ultimately contribute to the democratization
of Korean society by preventing the few from monopolizing knowledge and
allowing the many access to it. For him, translation was a key instrument for

democratization and overcoming Western-Centrism in South Korean society.

Key Words | Kang Jung In, Translation, Political Thought, Western-Centrism, Korean
Political Science, Academic Field





