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[ABSTRACT]

Economic Inequality and Political Representation:
The Case of the 18" National Assembly of South Korea

Park, Young Hwan | Yeungnam University

A growing body of empirical work has shown the mixed evidence of the
influence of income disparity on political representation: 1) a representation
bias toward the wealthy, 2) policymakers’ more responsiveness to the general
public, and 3) no difference in representation across income categories. Much
of representation research, however, has been exclusively focused on western
countries, so we, indeed, do not know the nature of democratic representation
outside of the western world. In accordance with the previous literature, we
extend the space of our analysis to test the relationship between income groups’
ideology and policymakers’ responsiveness. Using data collecting from legislative
voting records of South Korea’s National Assembly with the Korean public’s
policy attitudes based on opinion survey, this article presents evidence that Korean
legislators’ ideology is in line with the policy view of the affluent, but their
voting behavior more corresponds to the preference of lower-income citizens.
The results implicate that Korean lawmakers seeking reelection have a political
incentive to respond to the wishes and wants of the lower income citizens who
make up the majority of voters, and the weak linkage between party and voter
allows Korean lawmakers to leave a hard-line ideological stance and catch voters

with diverse standpoints.

Key Words | political representation, economic inequality, representative failure,
mass-elite linkage, representative democracy



