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[ABSTRACT)

Terror and Terrorism: On the Economy
and the Fall of Political Violence

Gong, Jin Sung | Chosun University

Why terror can not succeed finally, and why people nonetheless try it again
and again? For grasping the cause of the sorrowful phenomenon in these days
we have to understand rightly the relation between political power and violence,
and the terror-like property of political violence. Political power is not a state
in which violence is absent, but a form of managing violence. Political power
can not be sustained without being supported by violence. Violence as a mean
of political power for sustaining itself must always be applied to a part of
the object, because otherwise political power can not enjoy the intended obedience.
This violence produces obedience of the rest parts by targeting a part. In this
regard it resembles terror in principle. Terror operates on the basis of being
able to do and also being able not to do. Terror can not operate if one just
does or does not. Terror has therefore risk of failure in itself. What makes
terror get out of this risk is trust. It is to believe that political power can do
even if it does not do, and it can stop doing even if it does. Political power
arises when such trust is. If political violence, which has the property of terror,
could not produce such trust, it would fall into terrorism which expresses just

being not able to stop doing, that is, political impotence.

Key Words | terror, terrorism, violence, Machiavelli, political power, trust



