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(ABSTRACT]

A Study of Emerging Welfare Cleavage
Yeo, Ji Hun|Sogang University

The object of this study is to determine the cause of emerging welfare cleavage
under circumstances of Korean politics that economic growth discourses have
been dominant. Using social constructionism theory and discourses struggles
theory, the writer try to trace causes of emerging welfare cleavage from 2009
free-meal to 2012 presidential election.

The linked policy effect of a low-developed developmental welfare regime
and neoliberalism economic policies caused social polarization and expansion
of the poor strata. Because this problem was exacerbated continuously regardless
of economic growth, existing norm that economic growth can solve problems
concerning people livelihood was weakened.

The legitimacy of Lee Mung-back administration that insisted growth by
neoliberalism policies can solve problems concerning livelihood was weakened.
A conflict between a superintendent of education and GyeonggiDo Provincial
Council triggered a debate on free meals in 2009. And civil society groups
were organized on a national scale and they started discourse struggle to substitute
individual interests with public interests, for obtaining social legitimacy. Through
this process, people became a friendly attitude of free meals and welfare. Political
parties that assured people's support about welfare partially accepted welfare
issue, political profitable faction centerally, when they confronted with political
crisis specific faction center. Then they completely accepted welfare issue and

proceeded to advocate economic democracy to win the presidential election.

Key Words | welfare cleavage, welfare discourse, neoliberalism, social polarization,
hegemony struggle, discourse struggle, free meals, economic democracy



