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E 2) 2007'A thd FE2} 2008 M FE Fo{ 0 Fol| WHE Atz|FHY S
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il ChMSE- | CIMSE- | Ch47IE- | CIMIIE- | ANOVA
EMEE 8714 EMEE EM7|1E
A A F=7.1
e 2.12 1.92 1.98 1.84 50,00
FEE F=4.4
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(E 6) MAIH oA EH S8t YS of
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[ABSTRACT]

Low Turnouts in a New Democracy:
Analyzing Abstention in the 2007 and 2008 South Korean Elections

Kang, Won-Taek | Soongsil University

This paper explores some reasons for a continuous trend of low turnouts in
South Korean national elections. A main purpose of this paper is to examine
whether this political phenomenon may be associated with public discontent
with the new democratic regime of South Korea. This paper divides four
groups according to voting and non-voting in the two recent consecutive elec-
tions in 2007 and 2008. Empirical analyses show that a major reason for non-
voting in both elections is related to dissatisfaction with the performances of
major political institutions such as the President, the National Assembly, and
the government in general. Besides, they also believe that such factors as
regionalism make their voting ineffective. Among those who voted in the Pres-
idential election but did not turn out in the National Assembly election, politi-

cal alienation from political parties made significant impacts on non-voting.

KeyWords | abstention, South Korea, 2007 presidential election, 2008 National
Assembly Election, non-voting, turnout rate, party identification



