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[ABSTRACT]

2007 Presidential Election:

From Participatory to Governing Democracy

Jaung, Hoon | Chung-Ang University

This paper holds that the backbone of electoral and democratic discourse in
Korea has shifted dramatically through the 17th presidential election in 2007,
the 20th anniversary of Korean democracy. Both elites and citizens focus more
on governing ability than on participatory openness of democratic regime.
First, contextual factors are responsible for such shift like hightened expecta-
tion, expansion of political information and declining capacity of nation-state.
Second, this paper argues that the deepening imbalance among openness, rep-
resentativeness, and governability of the political system has undermined the
governing capacity of the governments. Third, presidents have failed in sus-
taining workable balance between overloaded political purpose and dispens-
able power resources. The arguments of this paper expect to further stimulate

lively discussion on the future political reforms.

KeyWords | Participatory democracy, democracy competency, political power
resource of president






