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North Korean Symbolic Strategy As Thought
Armament Means: Focusing on Military First Politics

Kwak EunKyung | Defence agency for Spiritual and Mental Force Enhancement

The hereditary dictatorship in North Korean regime has continued for nearly
70 years. What is the source of durability of North Korean system ‘without
any misadventure.” Symbolic manipulation has been performed routinely in North
Korean society. And the politicization of symbolism can easily secure the
legitimacy of political power and maximize the support of community members.
This study was drawn the performance mechanism that form and maintain the
North Korean regime, also pass on and strengthen the Kim's power from their
symbolic politics, strategy, and subordinate political discourse. The
‘Songun(Military First)’ of various symbolic strategies in North Korea is the
very strategy to get rid of anxiety at the gate by mobilizing the dualistic conflict
composition. Songun value system is utilized as a means to prevent harmful
external thing and promote internal unity. This context often appeared in other
totalitarian regimes such as a concept ‘Volksgenosse’ and ‘Volksfremde’ in
Nazism based on the dichotomous hierarchy. Songun is not a strategy confined
to Kim Jong Il era. It constitutes a stream of North Korean revolutionary traditions—
Kim Il Sung's anti-Japanese armed struggle— and is also reproduced in Kim
Jong Un era. This study analyzed that how Songun manifest, function and enhance
as a symbolic strategy to solidarize the system and arm the people's thought.
Ultimately, it would be gain an insight into factors that North Korea does not

collapse seemed to crumble through Songun symbol.

Key Words | SYMBOLIC POLITICS, SYMBOLIC STRATEGY, THOUGHT ARMAMENT
MEANS, MILITARY FIRST POLITICS, SONGUN, SYMBOLIC MANIPULATION



