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The Terrain of Socio-economic Organizations
in Japan and South Korea: Implications
for the Associative Governance

Hiroki Miura | Institution of Korean Political Studies, Seoul National University

The purpose of this study is to examine the features of comprehensive organizational
terrain in South Korea and to suggest meaningful implications for a making of
effective associative governance. Especially, this study tries to identify and compare
the institutions and practices of the socio-economic organizations in South Korean
and Japan from a comprehensive perspective. Recently, regardless of the sectors
or fields, significance of the private organizations has been increasing. Their public
roles and functions are expanding by joining into the governmental welfare policies
and positively responding to the pressing social needs. These private organizations
include private companies, non-profit organizations, cooperatives, social enterprises
and so on. However, comprehensive study on their overall dynamism or organizational
terrain has been still insufficient in South Korea. The results of these studies
are summarized as follows: 1) unlike Japan in which the organizational restructuring
are undergoing, most of the socio-economic organizations are growing in South
Korea, expanding its organizational pluralism; 2) the growth of business sector
stands out from that of civil sector in past 10 years; 3) while grass-root policy
organizations are growing, other professional policy organizations such as social
enterprises are relatively inactive; 4) the community financial organizations are
the largest among social economy organizations; and 5) the potential of the growth
of public interest organizations is lower than those in Japan. In order to build
an effective associational governance in South Korea, it is important to take into

account these realistic features of the organizational terrain.
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