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[ABSTRACT]

Who Are They?:

The Democratic Party’s Seoul Survivors in the 18th Korean

Parliamentary Election

Sohn, Byoung-Kwon | Chung-Ang University

Thanks to the landslide victory in Seoul, the Grand National Party was able
to regain the majority status in the 18th parliamentary election in 2008. GNP
picked up 40 seats out of 48 seats in Seoul, leaving the Consolidated Democra-
tic Party shrunk in size. Among the 21 CDP incumbents who ran the reelection
campaign in the same districts in which they had been elected in 2004, only 3
members got reelected. Together with these 3 incumbents, 1 proportional
member and 3 non-incumbents were newly elected in their own districts. The
question, then, is, how were these 7 candidates able to get elected despite the
huge electoral advantages of GNP in Seoul area? How can we characterize
CDP winners and their districts? According to the analysis of this paper, the
“lucky seven” members and their districts show the following characteristics.
First, the Seoul CDP winners were superior to the CDP losers in terms of can-
didate strengths vis-a-vis the GNP candidates. They are usually more experi-
enced in elections and more elderly than their competitors. In addition, they are
more recognized by the constituency than their competitors. Second, their dis-
tricts had been leaning more toward CDP than toward GNP, thus giving them
electoral advantage. Still, further research is in order to strengthen the conclu-
sion reached in this paper; other important factors, such as districts’ economic

conditions, should be discussed for a more accurate explanation.

KeyWords | the 18th Korean National Assembly election, the Grand National
Party, the Consolidated Democratic Party, Seoul, incumbent, can-
didate, district



