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The June Uprising and the November Candle
Revolution in Korea
-Repetition and Difference-

Sonn, Ho chul | Sogang University, Political Science

The purpose of this paper is to compare the June Democratic Uprising in
1987 and the November Candle Revolution in 2016-2017 in terms of the causes,
the subjects, the scales, the methods, the goals, and the consequences. After
comparing these two historical events with two other important democratic
movements in Korea, the April Revolution in 1960 and the May 18" Gwangju
Uprising, the paper argues that contrary to the June Uprisings, the November
Candle Revolution should be classified not as an uprising but as a revolution,

to put it more precisely, an ‘ongoing unfinished revolution’.

Key Words | June Uprisings, November Candle Revolution, April Student Revolution,
May 18 Gwangju Uprisings



