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Issues and Improvements of redistricting in the 20th
National Assembly election

Yoon, Jong bin | Myongji University

This study analyses the influence of the new rule of population deviation
criterion of 2:1 between districts of National Assembly established by the
Constitutional Court of Korea. Based on the processes and results of the 20th
national Assembly election, this paper suggests that both population and territory
are simultaneously important for the fair and representative redistricting. The
perspective of this paper is that population should not be the only factor which
determines National Assembly redistricting. Even if there was a significant positive
change in the electoral redistricting rule, it can not be said that the process
of redistricting in the 20th National Assembly election was fair and objective.
This paper suggests several alternatives that can improve the fair representation
of redistricting in the future. First of all, the most significant factor is the independent
composition of redistricting committee. If each member is not totally independent
from political parties, any other reformative institutional settings do not have
meanings. Second, enough time should be provided for the committee to fully
examine the individual districts. Third, the committee might be permanent as
an independent government branch. Finally, we may be more flexible to draw
the redistricting line for the districts which are in a border line in their number

of population.

Key Words | the 20th General Election, Electoral Redistricting, Territorial
Representation, Population Representation, Electoral System



