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A comparative analysis of regulations on foreigners
enacted in the local governments of South Korea

Jeong, Hoi Ok | Myongji University
Park , Myung A | Myongji University

This study examined the effect of the increasing number of foreign residents
on local governments in South Korea. We analyzed the correlation between
the number of foreign residents in each local government and the number of
regulations related to foreigners enacted. Also, the case study examined whether
there is a difference in the content of policies between regions depending on
the number of foreign residents. The analysis of the data showed that the more
foreign residents there reside, the more ordinances supporting foreigners are
enacted. In addition, we found that the regions with a large number of foreigners
tend to have more various and specific policies favorable to foreigners. However,
the laws related to foreigners in local governments still remains limited to the
areas of education and medical support. Efforts should be made to enhance
the multicultural awareness of local native residents as well as to achieve

institutional improvements to fully accommodate foreign residents.

Key Words | foreign residents, local government, multicultural policies, South Korea





