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“The Deepening of Democracy and the Direction of
the Constitutional Amendment in South Korea: Beyond
the Constitutional Entrenchment”

Lee, Jae Mook | Hankuk University of Foreign Studies

Discussions is in full swing in Korea regarding the revision of the Constitution
of the 9th Amendment, which has been ongoing for 30 years since its introduction
in 1987 with democratization. There is a greater interest than ever before in
constitutional amendments in Korea among the general public as well as political
elites. If the goal of democratization was to establish the rule of law, as democracy
develops, we often see conflict and tension between democracy and rule of
law especially through the judicialization of politics. This paper evaluates the
necessity of amendment from the perspective of deepening of democracy in
Korea and suggests the procedure and direction of amendment in terms of harmony
of democracy and constitutionalism. In particular, we suggests amendment method
to improve the quality of democracy after the amendment including the relaxing
the rigidity of the constitution, and discusses ways to minimize the political

and social costs caused by the amendment.

Key Words | Constitution, Amendment, Rule of Law, Democracy, Judicialization of
Politics, Constitutionalism





