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North Korea’s Nuclear Strategy in the 1950s
- Focusing on the ‘Strategy for a Peaceful use of Nuclear
Energy’

Jung, Hyun Sook | Dongguk University

The principle of nuclear strategy can be generally considered in two ways.
One is the military aspect, which is to use nuclear energy as a military security
strategy. The other is the economic aspect. The use of nuclear power as an
energy source. In the 1950s, North Korea’s “strategy for a peaceful use of
nuclear energy” was essentially a strategy to secure a nuclear potential, which
pursued dual purposes to conquer military objectives while also securing nuclear
technology. This paper analyzes the determinants and intentions of North Korea’s
nuclear strategy in the 1950s, linking the duality of nuclear power and the
duality of nuclear strategy. The purpose of North Korea’s ‘peaceful use of nuclear
energy’ in the 1950s can be summarized as follows.

First, it was a ‘dual nuclear strategy’ that exerts the dual utility of nuclear
power. The strategy seeks to secure nuclear technology for “future nuclear power”
while at the same time it is promoting economic growth using nuclear energy.
Second, the ‘dual nuclear energy strategy’ was utilized for the development
of the socialist system. Internally, it was aimed at securing the development
of production and externally, deterrence through nuclear power against the US’
nuclear threat. For this, North Korea actively shifted their strategy to the Soviet
way of ‘double nuclear energy strategy’, which is the ‘peaceful nuclear proliferation
strategy’ and ‘nuclear nonproliferation strategy’, and easily received their nuclear
technology. North Korea’s goal of a “peaceful use of nuclear energy” in the

1950s was a long-term national strategy to shorten the time for developing
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a military meaningful nuclear program, as much as possible, through goals such

as constructing a nuclear system or acquiring nuclear-missile technology.

Key Words | peaceful use of nuclear energy, duality of nuclear energy, double
nuclear strategy, nuclear military strategy, nuclear potential strategy





