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Revisiting Liberalism of John Locke and J. S. Mill:
Focusing on the Creation and Innovation of the
Liberal Paradigm

Jung In Kang| Sogang University

The purpose of this essay is to make a comparative analysis of the political
thought of John Locke and John Stuart Mill in light of the creation and
innovation of the liberal paradigm. To do this, I review briefly the historical
background and the philosophical foundation upon which Locke created liberal
paradigm, and examine the outline of his liberalism. Then I discuss the process
by which Mill innovated the Lockean paradigm of liberalism, tracing the shift
in philosophical foundation and the expansion/deepening of liberalism. To survey
the liberalism of Locke and Mill in terms of the creation and innovation of
the paradigm will provide the comparative framework in which we may
consistently identify the continuing and new problems facing liberalism and

compare the way how the two thinkers tackled them.

Key Words | liberalism, liberty, John Locke, John Stuart Mill, paradigm, social
contract, utilitarianism



