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The Decline of Pork-Barrel Politics in Japan’s
Agricultural Sector: The Abe Cabinet, the LDP Norin
Zoku, and Agricultural Reform

Junghwan Lee | Seoul National University

The agricultural reform under the current Abe Cabinet implies the decline
of pork-barrel politics which had been organized for mutual interests between
the Japan Agricultural Cooperatives (JA) and the LDP norin zoku. The Abe
Cabinet directly targeted to reform organization and function of the JA. While
the JA has strongly resisted this agricultural reform, the LDP norin zoku accepted
this reform initiative. In the perspective interest calculation, the LDP norin
zoku has less incentives to support the JA because of the JA’s shrinking influence
and of the fear on punishment from party leadership. In the perspective of
discourse, the LDP norin zoku could not develop alternative strategy against

the Abe Cabinet’s structural reform discourse.
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