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[ABSTRACT]

A Generation Sociological Consideration
on ‘Candlelight Protest’

Chun, Scngchin | Sogang University

My study is an attempt to explain the candlelight vigils generation-sociologi-
cally. It deals with two questions: Why do the age of twenties negatively par-
ticipate in the candle demonstration?; What are problems of the existing gener-
ation-sociological explanation for it? The study starts from Ehrenberg’ s propo-
sition of psycho-sociology which combines neoliberalism with a depression. In
the neoliberal regime intensive competition forces either the age of twenties to
preoccupy a self-management or makes it to take a depression. The result is the
very political apathy. The generation discourse which regard generations (Gen-
erationseinheiten) as a specific one is the second question with which the study
deals. This study reveals limits of the generation discourse which do not con-
sider various types of generation in the real world. In addition, the study shows
combining the limits with researchers’ own epistemology which emphasizes
on expectations and apprehensions of adult generations rather than characteris-

tics of the young generation.

KeyWords | Candlelight protest, generation, depression, self-management,
political apathy, generation unit






