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The Superdelegate Reform in 2018 in the Context
of Democratic Party's Delegate Reform History:
The Content, Causes, and Significance of the Reform, 2016-2018

Sohn, Byoung Kwon | Chung-Ang University

The Democratic Party's superdelegate reform began to proceed beginning with
the 2016 National Convention. Through the resolution of the Rules Standing
Committee at the National Convention, the Sanders's and Clinton’s campaigns
agreed to form the Unity Reform Commission, and then the Rules and Bylaw
Committee amended the reform proposal made by the Unity and Reform
Commission, another compromise which was finally ratified by the Democratic
National Committee. The whole process of reform was made possible both
by the grassroots' long-time anger over the undemocratic nature of the superdelegate
system and by the practical compromise between the Clinton's and Sanders's

campaigns.

Key Words | Democratic Party, Superdelegate, grassroots voters, primary election,
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