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Brexit and Theories of European Integration:
On the Reversibility of the European Integration
Processes

Kim, Mi-Kyung | Chosun University

This study explores the question of whether or not the main theories of European
integration can properly explain Brexit as the first case of a member state's
voluntary exit from European Union. This study is organized in the two main
parts. First, this study provides some theoretical discussion on the reversibility
of the process of European integration mainly focused on the two mainstream
theories of European integration: neofunctionalism and intergovernmentalism.
Second, this study conducts a empirical analysis of Brexit to examine the empirical
validity of the suggested theoretical arguments in the first part. This study argues
that Brexit is an important case to challenge the mainstream theories of European
integration to have assumed the automaticity of integration progress. This study
thus suggests that we need to incorporate a new theoretical interest on the

reversibility of integration into the study of European integration.

Key Words | Brexit, the reversibility of integration, spill-back, politicization,
neo-functionalism, liberal intergovernmentalism



