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The Intersection of Self-Reliance and Flunkyism
Revealed in the External Awareness of Colonial

Political Intellect in 1924-25: Ahn Jae-hong's View
and Attitude Toward the Chinese Revolution

Youn, Dae Shik | Hankuk University of Foreign Studies

This study examines whether a colonial intellectuals showed a clue to his
identity and rebirth as political intelligence through the self-reliance and flunkyism
of external perceptions projected by the press.

During the colonial period, the Korean intellectuals' awareness of the issue
was brought up through the press. They argued that restoring Korea's public
sphere was both a legitimate right to Japan's imperialist invasion and a guarantee
of development in the context of universal history. Since then, they emphasized
the necessity of Korea's independence and liberation at the point where the
current of history and international affairs are at the border. Ahn Jae-hong is
one of the leading figures in the media struggle through intelligent discourse.

Ahn's external perception was that he focused first on introducing the international
situation to outsiders and enhancing public understanding of the situation. However,
Ahn's eyes were practically restored to focus on the interior, namely Korea's
independence and liberation. Therefore, it cannot be devalued that his view and
attitude were merely unrealistic and passive resistance of empty arguments and
discourses just by looking outward. It is not fair to say that he has complied

with the existing Chinese civilization and imperialist evolutionary theories.

Key Words | Ahn Jae-hong, self-reliance, flunkyism, political intellect, external
awareness



