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A Diplomatic Review and Unresolved Task of
Korea-Japan Continental Shelf Agreement:
towards the Establishment of East Asian Ocean
Governance

Park, Chang-Gun | Kookmin University

This study aims to illuminate how East Asian ocean order has been established
by tracking the negotiation process of Korea-Japan continental shelf agreement.
The discussion focus on tracking how Korea-Japan continental shelf agreement,
which is closely related the formation of East Asian ocean governance in the
modern sense, affected. It is notable that Korea-Japan continental shelf agreement
aims to establish Fast Asian ocean governance which is not about conflict resolution
with jurisdictional claims but, in the administrative level, through concepts such
as the solution of uncertainty, the actor’s adjustment, the implementation of
global responsibilities. In the process of reorganizing the Korea-Japan ocean
order after the war, Korea-Japan continental shelf agreement settle down as
an axis of East Asian ocean governance in conjunction with diplomatic and
historical events such as transforming Truman Declaration and UN ocean law
convention, the abolition of the peace line and the conclusion of Korea-Japan
fisheries agreement, the report by the Far East Economic Council of UN, enactment
of the undersea mineral resources law and the enforcement of same law. Although
the oceans of East Asia had various frictional factors due to resource nationalism,
Korea and Japan signed a joint continental shelf development agreement from
the perspective of securing the two interests of economy and security. Also,
the two countries, at the recommendation of international court of justice, accepted

features such as the use of a joint jurisdiction or agreement on the development,



206 QYA XA | 20194 25H123 H15)

the formation of joint development plan, the establishment of Korea-Japan joint
commission in the course of negotiation. Nonetheless, Korea-Japan continental
shelf agreement has not made any real progress to the present day of December,
2018 because the agreement is facing problems like inefficient joint development
management structure, formal dispute resolution and system, Japan’s passive

refusal to implement due to changes in UN convention on the law of the sea.

Key Words | East Asia, diplomatic review, Korea-Japan continental shelf agreement,
unresolved task, ocean governance





