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[ABSTRACT]

Candlelight Vigils and Korean Politics

Huh, Tai-hoi | Sunmoon University
Chcng, Woo-young | Catholic University of Daegu

This paper investigates the major cause and characteristic features of 2008
korean candlelight vigils by making use of some political theories. Candlelight
vigils was a new type of social movement in the respect of resource mobiliza-
tion and participation mode. Citizens armed with ICTs and post-materialistic
value led candlelight protest. Especially youth and women arose up as new
leading political actors in the street demonstration. A large-scale demonstration
provides some political meanings and tasks with korean society. First, to con-
solidate democracy requires to forster communication between citizen and
government. Second, political parties independent on government have to
aggregate and mediate civil interests and demands. Third, political institutions

to promote civil participation have to be richly created.

KeyWords | candlelight vigils, civil protests, communication failure, korean poli-
tics, policy failure






