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[ABSTRACT]

A Note on Successor Parties in Korean Politics

Park, Kyungmee | Sogang University

This study aims to set criteria of continuities of Korean parties, and explores
features and meaning of successor parties in party studies. Party splits and
mergers have been a pattern of party politics in Korea. How do we see the
characteristics of Korean parties with continuous emergence of new parties?
First, this study presents that the presence of charismatic leaders cannot explain
continuities of parties. Second, the Democratic Justice Party, the Peace and
Democratic Party, and their successor parties have survived from the 13th gen-
eral election. Those parties have participated in all general elections with more
than half of same members. It implies two things from the perspective of party
institutionalization. One is that the Democratic Justice Party have high proba-
bility to maintain continuity. Another thing is that high probability of continu-

ity can lead to high level of party institutionalization.

KeyWords | successor party, party continuity, party merger and split, party
institutionalization



